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A very short history of the Episcopal Church

· The tree of church history

· The Church in England

· The early years of the English Church 

· Roman period 

· Celtic Christianity

· Gregory, Augustine and the reunion with Rome – 596
· The Norman conquest

· The Reformation period

· Luther posts the 95 theses in Wittenberg

· Henry VIII, his marital difficulties, and the separation from Rome – 1529 thru 1547, when Henry dies
· The vernacular Bible

· Book of Common Prayer and Anglican liturgy (1549), by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer

· 1552 – Cranmer’s second BCP under Edward VI 
· Queen Mary reconnects to the papacy

· The Elizabethan settlement (1558-1603)
· Comprehension, vs. territoriality or toleration.  Elizabeth’s prayer book of 1559
· Richard Hooker writes Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity (1593)
· Later developments in the Church of England

· Cromwell and he English Revolution (1649-1660), followed by the Restoration of the Monarchy 

· The Oxford Movement (1833)
· First Lambeth Conference – 1867

· The Episcopal Church in the United States

· The Pre-Revolutionary Period – the Church of England in the Colonies

· Virginia, New York and elsewhere
· The problem of ordination of priests

· The Church during the Revolution
· After the Revolution

· The problem of consecration of bishops

· The consecration in Scotland of Samuel Seabury, the first American bishop – 1784

· First General Convention and American BCP – 1789.  William White, Presiding Bishop.  Church and state are now separated.
· The Church and the Civil War

· The modern period

· Ordaining women – GC 1976

· The 1979 Prayer Book

· Bishop Robinson’s Consecration – GC 2003 and tension with the rest of the Anglican Communion
· Same sex marriage
The Words of Administration

BCP 1549:  

“The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life.”  

“The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life.”

BCP 1552:

“Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart with thanksgiving.”

“Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee, and be thankful.”

BCP 1559 and thereafter:

“The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life:  Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart with thanksgiving.”

 “The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life: Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee, and be thankful.”

